@ Casterbridge

CHALLENGES & ADVENTURES

ITINERARY

DAY 1 Fly to Havana
A morning flight from London Heathrow to Havana. Stay overnight.

DAY 2 Havana - Sierra Escambray
We take a morning tour around the historic city of Havana, before driving into the Sierra
Escambray mountains arriving in time for sunset. We stay overnight in a simple hotel.

DAY 3 Trek to Rio Guanayara

It's an early start this morning as we start our adventure by taking a short ferry ride across the lake
to the southern tip of the Hanabanilla Reservoir. Before long we will find ourselves trekking up
stream above the Rio Guanayara. After lunch, we pass through shady forests and trek alongside the
river to cascading waterfalls and bathing pools. We stay overnight at a local campsite.

DAY 4 Trek to Topes de Collentes

After a hearty breakfast we start our walk. It’s a challenging start to our day as we climb 400m on
narrow mule tracks through lush orange and mango orchards and coffee plantations. The scenery is
stunning and the views back down the reservoir are worth the climb alone. As we ascend our path is
steep but before long we join up with the road and are able to stop for a brief rest at El Sirio before
continuing on to lunch. The afternoon is a gentler journey as we climb up to Codina, where we eat
dinner before transferring to our hotel at Topes Collentes for the night.

DAY 5 Day Hike

After a short transfer back to Codina from our hotel we begin the day’s trek through coffee
plantations to La Batata, where the river forces itself through a crack in the limestone. After
stopping at a local farm for lunch, our afternoon route takes us through a beautiful wooded forest,
which contains over 300 varieties of tree. After admiring the forest, we trek back to our hotel at
Topes de Collentes for the night.

DAY 6 Trek to Rio Grande Waterfalls

The toughest and longest day of the trek sees us walking from our hotel following the path of the
River Caburni to its confluence with the Rio Vegas Grande and the glorious Caburni falls. It's a
long descent but the awesome sight spurs us on and before long we will be tackling the toughest
ridge of our trek up to the Rio Grande Falls. We take lunch at the top with spectacular views! After
our well deserved rest we head up a steep path towards Pico de Potrerillo, standing at 972m, and its
surrounding protected reserve. We dip down at the end of the day before arriving at the Hacienda
Mi Retiro, where we will be greeted by a refreshing and welcome drink before transferring back to
our hotel for the night.
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DAY 7 Trinidad

Our final day of trekking starts with us walking along a hillside path, high above the valley floor.
After a steep climb we arrive at one of the best viewing spots on the trek; a spectacular panoramic
view of the UNESCO World Heritage city of Trinidad opens out in front of us and we are also
treated to our first glimpse of the sea. We descend through rural farmlands and stop for lunch at a
local farm, before heading to the Cabellero waterfall and its surrounding crystal clear pools. After a
refreshing dip we head to our beachfront hotel for the night.

DAY 8 Trinidad

A free day to relax as you choose. Take a swim in the sea, relax at the beach or use this time to
explore the delights of Trinidad. In the evening we celebrate our achievements at our celebratory
dinner!

DAY 9 Depart Havana
We leave our hotel and Trinidad after a leisurely start and head back to Havana for our flight back
to the UK.

DAY 10 Arrive Home
Arrive back in the UK.
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